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JULIA CUSTIN LORD 

Julia Marie Custin was born in Unionville, Ohio, Oct. 1, 
1854. She was the daughter of Gurdon Custin and Marie 
Hickok. At the age of two years she was left motherless and 
was placed in the care of an aunt, where she remained until 
the remarriage of her father. When eleven years of age she 
was brought west to Piano by an aunt, Mrs. D. S. Jenks, where 
she made her home until her marriage. Mrs. Lord completed 
her course in the Piano schools and later from Jennings Sem- 
inary, Aurora, graduating from this school with honors. On 
June 25, 1879, she was united in marriage to Dr. Frank H. 
Lord, at Piano. To them were born three children, two sons 
and one daughter, Major Dr. Arthur Evarts Lord, of Piano, 
who did splendid service over seas; Prof. Robert Lord, 
teacher of history at Harvard University and who was an im- 
portant factor as an aid to President Wilson in the Paris 
Peace conference and Frances, now the wife of Captain Dr. 
Gerald Allaben, of Buhl, Minn., all of whom were present at 
the funeral. 

Besides the husband and three children, she leaves a 
grandson, Gerald Allaben, Jr., one sister, Mrs. Emma Evarts, 
of Plainfield, 111. ; four brothers, William, Milton, Albert and 
Edwin Custin are living. William Custin, of Morris, 111., was 
present at the funeral. 

Perhaps no woman's death in Piano or vicinity has 
caused so much genuine sorrow and grief in every household, 
no matter how humble, as was the tragic and untimely taking 
away of Mrs. Lord, who was so severely burned Sunday morn- 
ing, January 4th, from the bursting of the hot water heating 
plant of her home, that she died at 8.10 P. M. on that day. 

Before Mrs. Lord's marriage she was popular and active 
in all that made up the life of the younger people of Piano. 
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She early became a member of the Methodist church, where 
she for many years took a most important and useful part. 
None of these activities ceased after her marriage to Dr. 
Lord, but rather broadened out and increased, making her 
home her first thought as she did up to the very time of her 
death, but never was she too busy or too tired to extend a 
loving, kindly, helping hand to others by word or deed. 

Mrs. Lord practiced and exemplified in her quiet, modest, 
earnest, loving way, a true, practical Christianity that made 
itself felt upon others and especially among those nearest to 
her. While she was devoted to her home, husband and chil- 
dren, she was also devoted to public affairs in her city, county, 
state and nation and there were few better posted, her inter- 
est always being a useful and uplifting one. She was a charter 
member of Piano's first woman's organization, The Art Club, 
later she helped organize the Piano Woman's Club and up to 
the time of her death was one of the club's most active, use- 
ful and influential members, serving most acceptably as presi- 
dent, 1909 to 1911 and again called to this position 1916 to 
1918. Mrs. Lord was an early member of the Illinois State 
Historical Society and aided the Society by her interest and 
influence. 

In 1917 Mrs. Lord was unanimously selected by the Ken- 
dall County Federation of Woman's Clubs as its president, 
serving two years with dignity and honor to the organization 
and herself. She was one of the foremost women in all activi- 
ties in this community. During the war period she did splendid 
work in Red Cross, acting as president of the Plato Woman's 
Council of National Defense, and was at the time of her death 
one of a committee of three to record the war activities of 
Little Rock township. Socially, she was a noted hostess, her 
hospitality was generous and sincere. 

Her life was well lived ; she leaves behind a rich heritage 
of loving memory to her family and friends, that will grow 
richer and richer with the years to come. She lived to see her 
children grow up and accomplish the things for which she 
had worked and for which she was most ambitious. 
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Funeral services were held at the home Wednesday after- 
noon, January 7th, at 1:30 and at the Piano M. E. Church 
at 2 P. M. Rev. Mark J. Field, Pastor of the church in charge, 
assisted by Rev. Dr. J. M. Lewis of Sandwich; with Rev. 
J. W. Gillespie, of the Baptist Church, Elder McDowell, of 
the Latter Day Saints church and Rev. N* R. Hinds, retired 
pastor of the Methodist church occupying a place on the plat- 
form. 

Rev. Mr. Field offered prayer at the home. At the church 
the officers and members of the Piano Eastern Star chapter 
of which Mrs. Lord was a charter member, stood just out- 
side of the church door and acted as a guard of honor. The 
casket which was covered with a beautiful blanket of flowers 
was deposited at the church altar in a profusion and bed of 
cut flowers and wreaths of roses, loving remembrances from 
kind friends. 

Miss Hazel Olson sang a beautiful solo ; Rev. Mr. Field 
offered prayer and read a very appropriate poem, " Mother 
Mine" sent to Mrs. Lord by her son Major Lord while in the 
trenches over in France. Dr. Lewis then spoke of the life 
and achievements of Mrs. Lord, which was a splendid tribute 
and exposition of the life of this beloved wife, mother and 
citizen. He spoke from his heart as of a dear friend, closing 
his remarks with prayer. Mr. Blake Wilson, a very dear 
friend of Major Lord and the family, of La Grange, sang a 
beautiful solo. Rev. Mr. Field offered prayer. Mrs. Rose 
Underhill closed the services with another beautiful solo, "In 
the Hush of the Twilight Hour," a tribute to her dear friend. 
Mrs. Alice Schaefer acted as accompanist for the soloists. 

One most pronounced evidence of the deep respect and 
love felt towards Mrs. Lord by our citizens was the closing 
during the hours of the funeral, of every business place in 
the city as well as the public schools. 

The remains were laid away in a beautiful lot in the 
Piano cemetery. 
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A great many old friends and neighbors of Mrs. Lord 
and the family, from out of town were present at the funeral 
from Sandwich, Hinckley, Aurora, Big Rock, Yorkville and 
La Salle. 



JAMES K. BLISH 1843-1920. 

James K. Blish, President of the First National Bank, 
former member of the legislature from that district, and 
long one of Kewanee 's best known citizens, passed away 
peacefully at his home, corner of Tremont street and Cen- 
tral boulevard, Kewanee, at 1 o'clock Sunday morning. Feb- 
ruary 22, 1920. Death was due to pernicious anemia, of 
which he had been a victim since a year ago last November. 

Mr. Blish was in his 77th year, his birth having been 
May 2, 1843. His parents were Charles C. and Elizabeth P. 
Blish. The genealogy of the family, in which Mr. Blish was 
greatly interested, and which he helped to complete, shows 
that all of the name of Blish are descendants of Abraham 
Blish, who was in Duxbury, a part of the Plymouth colony. 

Mr. Blish 's grandfather, Col. Sylvester Blish, came to 
Wethersfield in 1837. Col. Sylvester Blish was the father 
of Chas. C. Blish and Wm. H. Blish, two men whose names 
are familiar to older residents of Kewanee. 

James K. Blish acquired his early education in the Union 
school of Wethersfield and Kewanee and afterward became a 
student at Ann Arbor, and in 1862 he entered the University 
of Michigan, from which he was graduated with the degree 
of Bachelor of Arts in 1866. His college days being ended, 
he returned to his home in this county and was identified with 
farming interests in Wethersfield township for three years. 
His alma mater conferred upon him the Master of Arts degree 
in 1876. After devoting three years to fanning he went to 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, where he entered the firm of Kiter, 
Bonar & Blish, manufacturers of blank books, his identifica- 
tion with the house continuing two years, after which he dis- 
posed of his interest there and went to Chicago, where he 
entered the employ of J. W. Middleton, engaged in the same 
line of business, until the disastrous fire of 1871. 



